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In the 1980s, Japanese manufacturing industries
demonstrated high performance in manufacturing
technologies, being excellent in the world. However,
during the following decade, the so-called "ten lost
years", Japan had to face the collapse of the 'bubble'
economy caused by extreme asset deflation which is
still ongoing today. Japanese manufacturing
industries have lost their competitiveness

remarkably. Meanwhile, manufacturing industries in

Eastern Asian countries, especially China, have



rapidly grown, resulting in deep concerns about the
hollowing-out of respective industries in Japan.

Since the beginning of the 21st century, Japanese
manufacturing enterprises have initiated various
reforms to revive their competitiveness. These
initiatives mainly concentrated on "Enterprise
Integration". This Blue Book represents Enterprise
Integration in Japan through several case studies. We
will show that many Japanese companies are
following now these initiatives with great efforts to

revitalize competitiveness.
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